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“However, at the time Josiah was formulating his great national plans, Egypt was also attempting to reassert its power 
over Canaan—a region it had ruled as an Egyptian province centuries before—in order to control the trade routes along the 
coast. These two conflicting national aspirations sparked a power struggle between Judah and Egypt that required some 
creative propaganda. 

“For those of you that doubt this claim, I will again cite a critical passage from The Bible Unearthed. ‘Embellishing and 
elaborating the stories contained in the first four books of the Torah, they wove together regional variations of the stories 
of the patriarchs, placing the adventures of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in a world strangely reminiscent of the seventh century 
BCE and emphasizing the dominance of Judah over all Israel. They,’ Jeff emphasized the following phrase to lend weight 
to the sheer magnitude of the traditional and historical beliefs undone by this one statement, ‘fashioned a great national epic of 
liberation for all the tribes of Israel, against a great and dominating pharaoh, whose realm was uncannily similar in its 
geographical details to that of Psammetichus,’ who was the Egyptian pharaoh at the time Josiah was attempting to expand 
his kingdom,” Jeff concluded. 

“This brings us full circle back to how we started this class with the story of Moses, who along with the twelve tribes of 
Israel, was supposedly enduring slavery in Egypt in the Exodus propaganda that was written to deliberately demonize an 
Egypt that was challenging Josiah for regional dominance. By crafting a powerful story of liberation from tyranny for the 
people of tiny Judah against the mighty Egyptians, Josiah and his scribes whipped up national pride and moved the people 
to action. ‘We beat them before, and by Jehovah’s beard, we can do it again.’” 

“Oh, dear Lord,” Linda interjected, “you aren’t seriously about to disrespect one of the most deeply held beliefs and 
traditions of the Jewish people, are you? How can you possibly deny that the Israelite captivity and the Exodus never 
happened?” she asked in utter horror at such blatant sacrilege. 

“Easy, watch me. First, consider that Egypt was at the height of its power in the New Kingdom era, circa 1550 to 1050 
BCE; though it should be noted they had begun to decline in power around 1150 after Ramesses III strained the empire’s 
resources fighting the Sea Peoples. The Egyptians were notorious for writing things down, and there is no evidence 
whatsoever in their records of a Hebrew captivity or an Exodus; not surprising since the Israelites didn’t yet exist as a political 
or cultural entity. Also, if the Israelites had been in Egypt, if they had been freed and a great number of people were trekking 
across the desert to Canaan, there would have been some written record and archaeological evidence. And, surprise, there 
is not one shred of evidence in support of the Egyptian captivity or an Exodus. 

“Second, the biblical chronology for the Exodus, given in 1 Kings 6:1, lists a date of four hundred eighty years before 
the building of Solomon’s Temple, which would place the end of their captivity around 1450 BCE. At the risk of repeating 
myself, the Israelites were not yet a distinct people at that time. Further, the Bible gives a different date in Genesis 47:11 and 
Exodus 1:11, referencing Ramesses II who ruled in the 1200s. The contradictory timings—something evangelicals blindly 
claim do not exist in the Bible—lend more weight to dispute the validity of the tale in its entirety. 

“Allow me to summarize by once again quoting the scholarly experts from The Bible Unearthed, most especially in this 
case because it comes from an Israeli archaeologist. 

But can it be just a coincidence that the geographical and ethnic details of both the patriarchal origin stories 
and the Exodus liberation story bear the hallmarks of having been composed in seventh century BCE? . . . 

. . . The ambitions of mighty Egypt to expand its empire and of tiny Judah to annex territories of the former 
kingdom of Israel and establish its independence were therefore in direct conflict. Egypt of the Twenty-sixth 
Dynasty, with its imperial aspirations, stood in the way of the fulfillment of Josiah’s dreams. Images and 
memories from the past now became the ammunition in a national test of will between the children of Israel 
and the pharaoh and his charioteers. 

We can thus see the composition of the Exodus narrative from a striking new perspective. Just as the written 
form of the patriarchal narratives wove together the scattered traditions of origins in the service of a seventh 
century national revival in Judah, the fully elaborated story of conflict with Egypt—of the great power of the 
God of Israel and his miraculous rescue of his people—served an even more immediate political and military 
end. The great saga of a new beginning and a second chance must have resonated in the consciousness of 
the seventh century’s readers, reminding them of their own difficulties and giving them hope for the 
future. . . . 

. . . Now a young leader of Judah was prepared to confront the great pharaoh, and ancient traditions from 
many different sources were crafted into a single sweeping epic that bolstered Josiah’s political aims. 

New layers would be added to the Exodus story in subsequent centuries—during the exile in Babylonia and 
beyond. But we can now see how the astonishing composition came together under the pressure of a growing 
conflict with Egypt in the seventh century BCE. The saga of Israel’s Exodus from Egypt is neither historical 
truth nor literary fiction. It is a powerful expression of memory and hope born in a world in the midst of 
change. The confrontation between Moses and pharaoh mirrored the momentous confrontation between the 
young King Josiah and the newly crowned Pharaoh Necho. 
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“Therefore, the Exodus story was not a real historical event, but a politically motivated tool to unify the people behind 
King Josiah in his attempts to vilify the contemporary Egyptians who were threatening to take control of Canaan again. 
Further backing up the complete lack of historicity of the Exodus, is the Israel Museum itself and its 2016 exhibit which was 
nothing but a vacant space. As the Israeli newspaper, Haaretz, reported: ‘The hall devoted to the best known part of the 
story—the Exodus from Egypt—is an empty room with exactly one exhibit on display: a movie featuring co-curator and 
Israel Museum Egyptologist Dr. Daphna Ben-Tor, who explains that the hall is empty because there is no archaeological 
evidence whatsoever to support the biblical tale.’ 

“So, if there wasn’t an Exodus then there also couldn’t have been a conquest of Canaan, which, not surprisingly, is also 
backed up by archaeological and written records of the time. Additionally, given that Canaan was an Egyptian province at 
the time of the supposed Exodus, it is unlikely the Egyptian garrisons would have welcomed the fleeing refugees and let 
them go on a rampage in a territory they controlled. There is also a distinct lack of any written records from other regional 
powers listing Joshua and his armies crusading through Canaan and the disruption that would have caused. The conquest 
epic, like the other stories that precede it, is also full of anachronisms.” 

“Can you give us an example of one of these anachronisms?” Mr. Hobbes prompted. 
“I would be more than happy to oblige. One of the most well-known biblical stories is the legend of Joshua’s mythical 

attack on the Canaanite city of Jericho. I say mythical because archaeologists have proven, firstly, that Jericho was abandoned 
before the Late Bronze Age—a period from roughly 1550 to 1200 BCE—at which time, according to the Bible’s chronology, 
the Israelites supposedly laid siege to the city. Secondly, at that time in the city’s history, it didn’t have fortifications for Josh 
to huff and puff and blow the walls down. Jericho had fallen at the end of the Middle Bronze Age and had only been resettled 
in the Iron Age, a few hundred years before Josiah began his propaganda exercise. It was this continuity error that the biblical 
authors overlooked, perhaps taking for themselves the legends of Jericho’s earlier destruction, and used it in the story of 
their imaginary Canaanite conquest.” 
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