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“Sadly, it was this virgin mistranslation of Isaiah 7:14—the one that was deceitfully used by Matthew and copied by 
Luke—that was responsible for the last two thousand years of mass insanity. A virgin myth which we know is one, physically 
impossible; and two, the result of a bad translation from a much older Hebrew prophecy about someone else entirely. Where 
is there a wall for me to bang my head against repeatedly in existential exasperation at the staggering consequences this one 
passage has had on world history, and the sheer madness of its impact on the lives of countless billions over the past two 
thousand years? 

“The virgin mythology eventually spawned the whole new branch of Mariology, the study and veneration of Mary, which 
was carried to extravagant lengths with bogus new concepts like the later addition of her perpetual virginity. If people had 
bothered to keep reading, they would get to Matthew 1:25 which stated, ‘And Joseph knew her not till she had brought forth 
her firstborn son: and he called his name Jesus.’ The reference to a firstborn son would indicate that Joe knew her in the 
biblical sense after Jesus was born. Subsequent references in the New Testament counter the concept of Mary’s continued 
and unblemished virtue after the make-believe virginal insemination, such as Mark 6:3, ‘Is not this the carpenter, the son of 
Mary, the brother of James, Joseph, Judas, and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?’ And Paul specifically calls James 
the brother of Jesus in Galatians 1:19, ‘But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord’s brother,’ whom he 
identifies as the head of the Jerusalem Church in the next chapter, verse nine. 

“Beyond the references in the New Testament to Mary’s additional children—which, of course, the Catholic Church 
conveniently ignores as these passages insolently contradict their stated policy on the everlasting chastity of Mary—the 
Jewish historian, Josephus, also explicitly noted that the apostle, James the Just, was known as the brother of Jesus. With a 
little creative interpretation of the wording in the offending passages to suit their needs, the Church merely assumes that 
James must have been a brother in the spiritual sense, and not a biological resident of the immaculate womb; problem solved. 

“The whole train wreck of Mariology—which, sadly, consumed a disproportionate amount of the time and energy of 
many recent popes—starting with that single mistranslation from Isaiah, has gotten way out of hand. This is evident from 
the fact that Church elders started projecting virgin births back in time to include Mary, specifically the doctrine of her own 
Immaculate Conception to further justify the whole feeble foundation of the divine nature of Jesus. 

“The Immaculate Conception doctrine got its start in the Infancy Gospel of James. This second- or third-century forged 
Gospel, self-proclaimed its authorship—and therefore, by default, the supposed credibility of the book—through James, the 
brother of Jesus. I say forged, because this make-believe prequel builds on the birth narratives found only in Matthew and 
Luke, which themselves were only written in the last quarter of the first century. Also, according to Josephus in Antiquities 
of the Jews, James was executed in 62 CE by the High Priest of the Jewish Temple, so James could not have written it. Too 
bad, Jamie the Pretender, you lose. And so do all the faithful who believe this crap about Mary.” 

“Maybe it’s not a forgery; maybe it was written by James before Matthew and Luke, and it wasn’t discovered until later,” 
Linda asserted. 

“Then why are Paul, Mark, and John silent about the virgin birth? Especially John, since his is the Gospel with the most 
theologically infused material. You know, like Jesus was God, in the beginning.” 

“I don’t know.” 
“You don’t know, yet you’re pretty sure that you’re right and the New Testament scholars are wrong.” 
“Regardless of the facts,” Mr. Hobbes interceded, somewhat ironically, as he jumped into the dispute, “billions of 

Catholics have believed devoutly in the Virgin Mary for two millennia.” 
“Sure they believe it, because they were told to by the Church fathers. In 1854, Pope Pius IX, loathe to let irritating facts 

stand in his way, issued the Papal Bull Ineffabilis Deus which defined the Catholic belief in the Immaculate Conception. It 
stated categorically, if not modestly, ‘We declare, pronounce, and define that the doctrine which holds that the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, in the first instant of her conception, by a singular grace and privilege granted by Almighty God, in view of the merits 
of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the human race, was preserved free from all stain of original sin, is a doctrine revealed by God 
and therefore to be believed firmly and constantly by all the faithful.’ We said it, so now you better believe it . . . or else. 

“The fun didn’t stop there, oh no. The Vatican just had to go to the opposite extreme, as well. In 1950, Pope Pius XII—
you might remember him from such works as Divino Afflante Spiritu—invoking that convenient little tool of papal infallibility, 
issued an ex cathedra declaration, Munificentissimus Deus, that proclaimed the Assumption of Mary: ‘By the authority of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, of the Blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, and by our own authority, we pronounce, declare, and define it 
to be a divinely revealed dogma: that the Immaculate Mother of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having completed the course of 
her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.’ 

“These handy ‘get out of hell free’ and ‘advance soul to nearest paradise’ cards neatly stitched up the pesky, loose 
strings of Mary’s invented virgin-princess life at the core of these bizarre Vatican doctrines. At least the Vatican got the 
assumption part right, because this declaration is a pretty huge leap of faith and one that came along rather late in our little 
game of making stuff up as we go along. 
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