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“Anyway, I think we’ve covered the major domestic political issues shaped by your fundamentalist beliefs. Perhaps it’s 
time to go international and look at the evangelical Christian support for the State of Israel as a matter of foreign policy. 
This support is the keystone of fundamentalist apocalyptic wish-fulfillment, given that a restored Israel is a prerequisite for 
the triumphal second coming of Jesus and the butt-whipping party he will bring with him. After the Balfour Declaration, 
Christians eagerly awaiting the second coming were practically wetting themselves in anticipation of seeing Jesus thunder 
into town behind the four horsemen of the apocalypse, since it is prophesied in Hebrew scripture that the Jews will return 
to their homeland before the end-times. These rapture-ready believers couldn’t wait for the bloody retribution to get started, 
when Jesus would smite the wicked—which was pretty much everybody, other Christians included—who didn’t share their 
fundamentalist beliefs.” 

“Where does it say in the Old Testament the Jews will return to their homeland before the end-of-days?” Miss Trevalio 
asked, picking up her Bible so she could note the passage for future reference. 

“In Isaiah 51:11. ‘Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting 
joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away. ’ In Obadiah 1:17 
it also stated: ‘But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance, and there shall be holiness; and the house of Jacob shall possess 
their possessions.’ 

“For fundamentalists, the return of the Jews to Israel was surely the most significant indication that the world was about 
to be redeemed by God and they couldn’t wait for the fireworks to start. Payback is a bitch. And for infidels, their goose 
was quite literally going to be cooked as God slow-roasted them over the big eternal bonfire. But, like every religious 
prophecy so far hoping for our imminent demise, Armageddon has once again failed to materialize, and life goes on as 
usual—despite the fervent wishes of the faithful. 

“First, however, these beliefs are dependent upon the destruction of the Muslim Dome of the Rock, so the Jews can be 
allowed to rebuild their Third Temple. To hard-core fanatics, only that will finally trigger the end-of-days; an understanding 
derived from Ezekiel 37:26-28, ‘Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant 
with them: and I will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore. My 
tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And the heathen shall know that I 
the Lord do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for evermore.’ 

“The thinking that would lead some extremists to try and fulfill these beliefs could, quite literally, be the end of the 
world. Sadly, this came very close to happening during the Camp David Accords in 1978, which led to the subsequent 1979 
peace treaty between Egypt and Israel, when a group of radical Jews, known as the Jewish Underground, plotted to blow up 
the Dome of the Rock to disrupt the talks. Fundamentalist Jews reckoned the messiah wouldn’t come with an Islamic 
abomination sitting atop their Temple Mount, so this group of extremist Jews decided to take matters into their own hands 
and expedite the messianic age by removing this obstacle to the realization of Jewish prophecy. Perhaps, they assumed God 
wasn’t moving quite fast enough for their tastes, and they thought this little act of faith might motivate the great cosmic 
couch potato to get off his ass. I presume they would have been in for a rude awakening when God failed to send the 
messiah to save Israel from being totally annihilated by the combined forces of the entire Islamic world; but, by then, it 
would have been too little, too late. 

“The only thing that stopped the plot from proceeding, was the failure of the bombers to secure approval from the 
rabbis to go ahead, due to the long-held Jewish belief that the Third Temple would only be rebuilt after the messiah had 
brought redemption to Israel. Therefore, it was a major taboo for man to take such an active role, and so the only thing that 
stopped these fundamentalist nutters from destroying the Dome, was their own fundamentalist messianic doctrine. Karen 
Armstrong summed up this insanity, thusly: 

They were convinced that by instigating an apocalypse here on Earth, they would activate powers in the 
divine world and “oblige” God to intervene on their behalf and send the Messiah to save Israel. 

This was kabbalistic thinking gone mad. It is a terrifying example of the fundamentalist tendency to use 
mythology as a blueprint for action. . . . 

. . . The Dome of the Rock plot represented an abdication of reason, a reliance upon the miraculous, and a 
nihilism that could have entirely destroyed the Jewish state. 

“You can imagine the price we would all have been forced to pay as the majority of the planet was plunged, unwillingly, 
into a global ideological conflict sown by apocalyptic idiots. Frankly, I doubt most of the people in the world want to pay 
the piper for the mistakes of religious zealots inspired by corrupted doctrines.” 

“Who said the doctrines are corrupted, we believe them to be true,” Miss Trevalio stated, in an ominously serious tone. 
“Yes, but you weren’t in the Bible study classes earlier today to know why the doctrines are corrupted. The fact that 

most of the religious faithful don’t know it, either, is precisely the problem. Given the certainty Judeo-Christian 
fundamentalists have in the truth of their apocalyptic beliefs, blinded as they are by a faith that completely distorts their 
mental clarity—and if society allowed them to run amok unchecked by reality—they would most definitely trigger an all-out 
war between Muslims and Jews, with everyone else caught in the crossfire. This apocalyptic nightmare scenario begs the 
question, where did this evangelical base of support for Israel come from in the first place? 
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“To cite again from The Battle for God: 

The Jewish people had been central to the vision of John Darby, the founder of premillennialism. 
Fundamentalists had been thrilled by the Balfour Declaration of 1917, and the actual creation of the State of 
Israel in 1948 was seen by fundamentalist preacher Jerry Falwell as “the greatest . . . single sign indicating the 
imminent return of Jesus Christ;” he saw May 14, 1948, when Ben-Gurion proclaimed the birth of the State 
of Israel, as the most important day in history since the ascension of Jesus into heaven. Support for Israel 
became mandatory; Israel’s history was beyond human influence and control, determined by God from all 
eternity. Christ could not return, the Last Days could not begin, unless the Jews were living in the Holy Land. 

“Now, you might be tempted to think that Falwell’s support for Israel and that of other evangelical Christians was based 
on the Christian ideals of spiritual brotherhood and justice for an oppressed people, but you would be sorely mistaken. To 
reinforce this point Ms. Armstrong stated, ‘Protestant fundamentalists were enthusiastic Zionists, but their vision had a 
darker side. John Darby had taught that Antichrist would slaughter two-thirds of the Jews living in Palestine in the End-
time. . . . At the same time as Protestant fundamentalists celebrated the birth of the new Israel, they were cultivating fantasies 
of a final genocide at the end of time. The Jewish state had come into existence purely to further a Christian fulfillment. The 
Jews’ fate in the Last Days is uniquely grim, since they are doomed to suffer whether or not they accept Christ.’ What a nice 
bunch of loving Christians fundamentalists are, as the slaughter of millions of people is but a necessary evil for the realization 
of your apocalyptic dreams for the coming of God’s Kingdom.” 

“That is absurd! I don’t consider a Jewish genocide to be part of my beliefs,” Linda countered. 
“Then you can’t call yourself an evangelical who espouses literal interpretations, because your fundamentalist forefathers 

formulated this belief from a strict reading of Zechariah 13:8 as the basis for the prophecy,” Jeff said opening a Bible to the 
verse. ‘And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the Lord, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third 
shall be left therein.’ Maybe your preachers have toned down their rhetoric and they don’t publicize this bloodthirsty belief 
that two-thirds of Jews are required to die first, as it would be massively unpopular for them to broadcast such a hateful 
message. Maybe that explains why you aren’t familiar with this particular tenet of your faith. Rest assured, whether you 
believe it or not, it is a part of the beliefs which constitute the evangelical political support of Israel. 

“If you won’t take my word for it, how about this related affirmation to urge the politicized Christian Right into 
action. In the book The 1980s: Countdown to Armageddon, Hal Lindsey said, ‘We need to get active electing officials who will 
not only reflect the Bible’s morality in government but will shape domestic and foreign policies.’ What a scary vision your 
lot has for the rest of us; thank the gods you’ve never been allowed to implement your frightening schemes.” 
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