
Chapter 9: Civics Class – Israeli Propaganda & the Palestinian Crisis 
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“The Jews may claim they are God’s chosen people and Israel is their Promised Land, but that does not excuse their 
behavior and the shameful way the Palestinians were treated by just about everyone. In fact, the Jewish extremist attitudes 
towards the Palestinians are counter to the biblical tenets of charity to their neighbors and in direct violation of Leviticus 
19:33-34: ‘And if a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye shall not vex him. But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall 
be unto you as one born among you, and thou shalt love him as thyself; for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the 
Lord your God.’ Gorenberg made exactly the same point: ‘The most basic Jewish memory is that “we were strangers,” we 
were the minority and were badly done by. In secular terms, this memory derives from long historical experience. Religiously, 
it is recorded in Judaism’s founding text. The most basic Jewish aspiration should be to do better as a majority when we 
have the opportunity.’ 

“Anyway, due to the animosity between the Jews and Palestinians that prevented a feasible transition plan over 
partitioning the territory into two separate states, the Brits announced they were going to pull out on May 15, 1948 and the 
region descended into civil war. On May 14, on the eve of the British withdrawal, the Jews declared their new State of Israel. 
The next day the armies of five surrounding countries invaded and ignited the 1948 Arab-Israeli War, which Israel ultimately 
won, though Jordan annexed the West Bank and Egypt took the Gaza Strip. Between the earlier civil conflicts and the Arab 
war, estimates range that from seven hundred thousand to almost one million unfortunate Palestinians became refugees. A 
sizeable number are still living in recognized United Nations refugee camps to this day. 

“The rights of these dispossessed Palestinians, and their descendants, to return to their homes has been a contentious 
issue ever since the war ended in 1948, as Israel has not been playing nice, or fair, by refusing to allow the majority of the 
refugees to return. And the Israelis wonder why, after years of living in refugee camps, having lost their homes and 
livelihoods, Palestinians who had nothing left to lose turned to terrorism. It’s a harsh reality, but it was the arrogance of the 
State of Israel and their self-interested policies that bred generations of discontent in the Palestinian camps. The Jews share 
responsibility for the creation of this problem in their own backyard, from which their security has constantly been 
threatened. 

“One of the most laughably transparent excuses the Israeli government cited in an attempt to absolve themselves of 
their responsibility for the prolonged continuation of the refugee crisis was posted on the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
website, claiming that the Palestinians should have assimilated into the countries that took them in.” 

“Their website actually stated that publicly?” Miss Trevalio asked in astonishment. 
“Indeed, it does; which is pretty sad, because the whole situation is not helped when such irresponsible attitudes are 

institutionalized by the state. For example, it is the declared public opinion of the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs that the 
whole refugee situation was the fault of the Palestinians for being unwilling to let half their land be taken, and for not 
submitting to Israeli authority. According to their own disinformation website, Israel bears absolutely none of the responsibility 
for triggering the mess in the first place. 

“I have taken the liberty of printing this from their website, so as not to miss a single syllable of their completely one-
sided rationalization,” Jeff said as he retrieved a sheet of paper with a few sections highlighted before continuing. “Their 
own justifications drip with so much political rhetoric and pathetic propaganda, that I will try not to gag as I read what they 
have titled: Who is responsible for the Palestinian refugee problem? 

The immediate cause of the problem was the Arabs’ rejection in 1947 of UN General Assembly Resolution 
181 - which would have partitioned the British Mandate area into an Arab state and a Jewish state - and the 
resulting war started by the Arabs in the hope of destroying the nascent Israeli state. Many Palestinian Arabs 
who lived in areas where the fighting took place abandoned their homes, either at the request of Arab leaders, 
or due to fear of the fighting or the uncertainty of living under Jewish rule. A refugee problem would not 
have been created had this war not been forced upon Israel by the Arab countries and the local Arab 
leadership. 

The Arab countries, with the sole exception of Jordan, have perpetuated the refugee problem to serve as a 
weapon in their struggle against Israel. The refugees continue to live in crowded camps, in poverty and 
despair. No attempt was made to integrate them into the various countries and communities in the region. . . . 

. . . Israel does not bear responsibility for the creation or the perpetuation of the Palestinian refugee problem. 

“A nice justification, don’t you think? What hypocritical schmucks they are! If I might take the liberty of using their own 
reasoning against them: alas, if only the Jews had integrated themselves into the societies that had taken them in over the 
two thousand five hundred years of the Diaspora and didn’t keep themselves apart, they could have gotten on with their 
lives instead of perpetuating their identity and calls for a return to their homeland. I am verklempt at the chutzpah of the 
kvetching in their shpiel; it’s meshugas,” Jeff said in his best Long Island accent, imitating Mike Myers from the Coffee Talk 
skit on Saturday Night Live. “Talk amongst yourselves.” 

“I have no idea what you just said,” Linda stated with a blank look on her face. 
“It’s Yiddish; a hybridized German-Hebrew dialect spoken by Jews in Europe, from which a few words have been 

incorporated into English slang. Basically, I said I am all choked up at the nerve of their bitching in that whiny sales pitch; 
it’s crazy nonsense.” 
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“Oh, I see,” Linda said, clearly not seeing. 
“Sadly for—and apologies to—the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, their story is contradicted by one of their own 

heroes, David Ben-Gurion, a leader of the Zionist cause and the first Prime Minister of the State of Israel. Unfortunately 
for this sanitized version of Israeli history, Ben-Gurion was quoted in the book The Jewish Paradox by Nahum Goldmann, 
the President of the World Jewish Congress. Ben-Gurion said: 

Why should the Arabs make peace? If I was an Arab leader I would never make terms with Israel. That is 
natural: we have taken their country. Sure, God promised it to us, but what does that matter to them? Our 
God is not theirs. We come from Israel, it’s true, but two thousand years ago, and what is that to them? There 
has been antisemitism, the Nazis, Hitler, Auschwitz, but was that their fault? They only see one thing: we 
have come here and stolen their country. Why should they accept that? They may perhaps forget in one or 
two generations’ time, but for the moment there is no chance. 

Jeff concluded his rebuke in a mocking paraphrase of Ben-Gurion’s sentiments, “‘No worries, the Palestinians will forget 
all about losing their ancestral homes in a few generations. Why we Jews were gone for almost two thousand years, and by 
Jehovah’s beard, we’d forgotten before the unleavened bread even got cold.’ God damn it!” Jeff burst out angrily at such 
blatant contempt by the Israelis. 

“Blasphemer!” Miss Trevalio thundered. “Thou shalt not take the Lord’s name in vain,” she chastised. 
“My apologies to the class,” Jeff offered. My emotions got the better of me due to the scale of this heartbreaking human 

tragedy; especially as there is more evidence from Ben-Gurion to counter this shamelessly transparent load of disinformation 
from the Ministry of Flatulent Adaptations that the entire episode was wholly unnecessary. Once again, Gorenberg took aim 
at the brutal treatment meted out to the Palestinians in The Unmaking of Israel: 

In April . . . the Haganah went on the offensive. It aimed at taking control of the land assigned to the Jewish 
state, opening the road to Jerusalem, and preparing for defense against the coming Arab invasion. In some 
places, Jewish commanders expelled Arabs from conquered villages. In many more, panic led to mass flight, 
especially after Irgun and Lehi fighters perpetrated a massacre in the village of Deir Yassin outside Jerusalem. 
By early May, Shertok was speaking of the “astounding” and “unforeseen” Arab exodus, as if describing an 
unexpected inheritance. Going back to the status quo ante was unthinkable, he said. When the provisional 
government discussed the issue in June, the consensus, supported by Ben-Gurion, was to keep the refugees 
from returning. A later cabinet consensus—supported by Ben-Gurion—was later to keep the refugees from 
returning. A later cabinet decision said that “a solution to the refugee problem” would have to be a part of a 
formal peace agreement. The policy was partly defensive, to avoid a fifth column. But in the June cabinet 
meeting, Shertok also described all “the lands and the houses” as “spoils of war,” and as compensation for 
Jews had lost in a war forced on them. 

Afterword, as the fighting continued, cases of the IDF expelling Arabs grew more common. The decision to 
prevent return was the turning point, transforming what began in the chaos of war into a choice. 

“Alas, if the Israelis had acted humanely and decently towards the Palestinians in the first place, perhaps this whole 
unfortunate situation could have been avoided, or at least alleviated to a great degree. I feel the need, once again, to quote 
the Hebrew scriptures since Israeli extremists haven’t figured out that they are the cause of their own troubles, and it is from 
the heights of hypocrisy that they have the audacity to blame the Palestinians for reacting the way they have. Perhaps, if they 
had ever bothered to study their Bibles, they would have known about Hosea 8:7 which proclaims: ‘For they have sown the 
wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind.’ Maybe then they might have realized that fostering such impotent rage within their 
midst was an inherently unwise strategy, and, just maybe, they would have acted like decent human beings towards the 
suffering of hundreds of thousands of people. 

“In a sadly ironic twist of fate, the whole two-state scenario has come full circle since the United Nations partition plan 
of 1947, with the creation of an independent Palestinian National Authority following the Oslo Accords in 1993. If only 
cooler heads had prevailed in the beginning, the years of suffering, endless wars, skirmishes, and terrorist atrocities could 
possibly have been avoided. Today, after all the struggle and violence, many Israelis agree that the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
should become the homeland for a fully independent Palestinian state. But, only time will tell if this solution can ever be 
fully and finally realized. 

“Unfortunately, adding to the injustice of the problem is Israel’s continuing encroachment on Palestinian lands by 
building illegal settlements. There is nothing like a little religious fire in the belly to inspire zealots, which is especially 
dangerous to Israeli security when these deliberate provocations continually stir up Palestinian anger. I just hope for the sake 
of humanity that Israeli extremists can stop acting like arrogant, self-righteous pricks who feel they are the elect of God 
entitled to the land. They need to grow the hell up and stop blocking attempts to find a fair solution to the problem.” 
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